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ISSUE 1

PENINSULA

HAUNTING PAEANS TO HOPE IN FAILURE
JOE DE VERA'S QUIET STUDIES OF POWER, GRIEF. AND
CONTRADICTION

Joe deVera tells me he considers himsed 3 painter, nothing but
11ip my eyebrows up. We're sitting in the halt-dark of his studio in Coralvie—

named after the Devonéan-period fossils locals unearthed from the lowa River's
imestone banks—and | am perched. at s invitation, on part of Fieet (2018): a

sizable three-gimensional work that brings to mind a warboat's hull as gimpsed
from ocean's bo

m. | demur: don't touch the art contains the obvious corollary

of and don't it on 8 eher, but he insists. He says the studio floor is dusty

palm the sculpture. Fleets a wid, sleek poem of polyisocyanurate foam and
spackle, graphite and joint compound, twine and flag. The smooth hull holds me
P, We spoak

Borm in the Philippine archipelago during a time of war and turbulence. deVera
was brought 1o the States a5 a toddier. Tiring of his hometown o

Fullerton. CA. and propelied by a ft of adolescent impuise, he enfisted in tre
U.S. Marines. This was 2000. He expected finte, straightiorward experience, a
molding toward masculinity that woud end up neither terrifying nor lethal, He
was in oot camp when the towers fell. (continued pg. 12)

Fieet (detail) 2018, Joe deVera
Polyisocyanurate Foam, Graphite, Spackle, Joint compound, Oil Enamel, Twine, Flag
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<] 14 Rocinante, Joe de Vera, Oil on Canvas , 64'x58

TSUJIGIRI
Sarah Thankham Matthews

Little Julius Oppenheimer gives

his PB&J's (on white, crusts

trimmed off by his Mother) away

to Eugene Francis, he of the sniveling
nose, the weedy legs that sprout

from tighty-whities. Last week Julius
punched him, full, in the gut, to approving
grunts from his crew, now Eugene looks up
at Julius, dazed, pupils nucleic

in vast white swaths of space.

Years later, Julius, now J. Robert,
covers a married woman with his body
and in her dark lucent gaze sees
something of Eugene

that fear, that adoration. J. Robert
remembers how he thrust forth

that sandwich. Full of disinterested
benevolence, and then strode

over to the schoolhouse wall

with his new magnifying glass
squatted down, and in that enterprising
Manhattan sun, intently burnt

whole cities of darkly gleaming

ants to crisps.
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1. Cover Design for Publication; University of lowa, Writer’s 2. Pamphlet Design for Exhibition; Santa Ana College, 3. Catalogue Design for Publication; The University of 4. Catalogue Design for Publication (cont); The University
Workshop, 2018 2020 lowa, School of Art and Art History; 2019 of lowa, School of Art and Art History; 2019

SAMIRA
@ YAMIN

5. Pamphlet Design for Program Outline; Terra Foundation 6. Catalogue Design for Publication; The Muckenthaler 7. Poster Designs for Varioius Institutions; 2017-19 8.Digital Concept lllustration for Northrop Grumman; 2020
For American Art; 2020 Cultural Center; 2019

INDEX

Contact: joedevera77 @gmail.com
For Fine Arts Portfolio, Please Visit: https://joedevera.net/

9.Digital Concept lllustration; 2015 10. Digital lllustration for Moby Dick Series; 2014



